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BEIA’s 45th Annual Conference postponed until 2022 
 
Business Events Industry Aotearoa (BEIA) and Hawke’s Bay Tourism have announced 
the postponement of BEIA’s 45th Annual Conference in Hawke’s Bay until 2022.  
 
BEIA Chief Executive, Lisa Hopkins and Hamish Saxton, Chief Executive of Tourism 
Hawke’s Bay together say the risks associated with the current Covid-19 outbreak, as 
well as the continued lockdowns in Auckland and Waikato, and the uncertainty around 
travel restrictions have necessitated this difficult decision. 
 
“It was important to both organisations that we delivered on a several key objectives. 
Firstly, to provide an opportunity for our business events community to come together 
after what has been a torrid two years. Secondly, to enable Hawke’s Bay Tourism to 
showcase their wonderful region. And finally, it was to provide thought provoking 
content, which supported our theme of BEing Bold, Brace and Ready,” Lisa Hopkins 
says. 
 
The conference was to be held from 1 to 3 November. All delegates who have 
registered and paid for the conference will receive a full refund. 
 
“We look forward to returning to the Hawke’s Bay region in 2022, for the 45th BEIA 
Conference and AGM. The teams are working on new dates right now and these will be 
announced soon,” she says. 
 
BEIA’s Annual General Meeting will still go ahead online, and a date for this will be 
confirmed shortly.  
 
 
ENDS 
 



 
Business Events Industry Aotearoa — Background Information 
 

• Business Events Industry Aotearoa (BEIA), formerly known as Conventions and 
Incentives New Zealand (CINZ), is the official membership-based association of 
New Zealand’s business events sector with more than 460 members across a 
broad range of sectors. 
 

• BEIA works to actively promote the sector for its members and New Zealand, 
providing advocacy with central government and offering assistance, information, 
professional development and real business opportunities to its members. 

 

• The impact of the sector on New Zealand’s economy includes financial, social, 
regional investment and environmental. In 2019 in New Zealand, it was a $1.45 
billion industry, with over 3.6 million attendees both domestic and international, 
employing 22,000 people. However since Covid, the value of the sector has 
reduced by 78 percent. This can be attributed to a combination of reduced 
international visitors due to border closures, the impact of Alert Level 2,3 and 4 
restrictions and the compounding lack of confidence from the sector due to these 
impediments.  

 

• BEIA manages New Zealand’s only national annual trade show MEETINGS. 
Recently held in June 2021, MEETINGS generated $74 million of business for 
the New Zealand industry.  
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